Website Usage

The VetBact Project
www.vetbact.org
The VetBact website receives visits from many countries. This snapshot shows
the visits recorded during a 15-hour period on 1 June, 2015.

The number of visits to www.vetbact.org has increased over the years. The
website receives the highest number of page views in September-October
each year, when the main courses in bacteriology for the Swedish veterinary
students are taught. The distinct peaks correspond to certain stages in the
courses such as analyses of spiked samples and exams.
Data, map and graph from StatCounter.
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The VetBact Project provides a non-commercial website and a database that contains information about approximately 260 bacteria
that are of interest in veterinary medicine. The website was built
using Free and Open Source Software (FOSS) and it offers information and learning tools for veterinary students, their teachers,
veterinary practitioners and students attending other academic
courses in bacteriology.

Learning Tools
VetBact is not just an encyclopedia, it also includes a number of learning tools
under the Course material heading on the start page.
Most prominent is the VetBactLab virtual laboratory where students, and
their teachers too, can carry out experiments in laboratory diagnostics. We
currently provide a dozen virtual clinical cases where the student is asked to
identify the bacterium causing a disease. In each case, a medical history and a
virtual sample are provided. After some initial steps preparing the sample, the
student is presented with a 'toolbox' comprising up to 30 methods that can be
used. Applying a few of these methods at a time, the student will, step by
step, narrow down the search until a correct diagnose can be reached.
The website www.vetbact.org provides access to information and learning tools.

The virtual laboratory also includes some examples of laboratory work
methods in food microbiology.
In addition to the virtual laboratory, the website contains:
• Explanations of concepts and terms commonly used in bacteriology.
• Descriptions of growth media and biochemical tests.
• Quizzes.
• Links to video lectures in Swedish and in English.
• A blog.
An article describing the history of the project and the contents of the database, was published in 2014:
Johansson, K-E: VetBact − culturing bacteriological knowledge for veterinarians. Veterinary Record 2014 174: 162-164. doi: 10.1136/vr.g162

Detailed information about the bacteria in the database is at the very heart of VetBact. The information about each species comprises etymology, taxonomy, morphology, metabolism, biochemical reactions, host, disease, phylogeny etc.

There are over 600 images on the website and you are free to use them for noncommercial purposes provided that attribution is given (CC BY-NC-ND).

The virtual laboratory in VetBact prepares the students for their work in the physical laboratory.

